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Happy moments abound most of the
year especially during Thanksgiving
Dinner (TD). Our boarders love TD
not only for the delicious 8-course
dinner served but because they can
perform for the Guest-of-Honour, their
Principals, guests and other boarders
– a time to showcase their talents as
well as the culture of their countries.
The camaraderie experienced can
be so deep the friendships formed lasts for a lifetime. Another
highlight of TD is the time when they get to take group photos and
selfies as they are share the joy of expressing thanks to each other
as well. Missing home and mooncakes during mid-autumn? Not
when you are in Oldham Hall. Once again through the generous
donation of a church member from Barker Road Methodist Church,
our boarders enjoyed mooncakes and pomeloes.
As October commences, boarders begin to feel the stress of the
year-end exams, especially those who are taking major exams
(IGCSE, GCE ‘O’ level, IB and GCE ‘A’ level). We know that some
pressure and stress actually improves performance but too much
stress results in impaired performance.
Our boarders come from many different schools and each of their
schools has conducted various programmes to help them deal with
exam stress. In Oldham Hall, we pray for the boarders every night
and we will be holding a Prayer and Praise Worship session to give
them support. Exam supper gives staff the opportunity to feed
hungry boarders (when you study into the night, you tend to be
hungry) and to look out for boarders who may need more care.
The usual eagerness to go home for the year-end holidays sets in
right after they have received their exam results and there is an
understandable excitement hovering around the Hall. For boarders
returning to the Hall next year, they can look forward to new airconditioning system in their rooms and also tighter security as
CCTV cameras will be installed along the corridors. As renovation
work progresses, they will have new furnishings in their rooms with
better internet access.
The good progress achieved by boarders can be enhanced when
parents, guardians and school management work closely with
Oldham Hall and this has been an ongoing endeavour between the
four concerned parties. Each year our graduating boarders leave
not only with fond memories of Oldham Hall because this was a
place they received so much love and care from the staff and their
befrienders but they leave with good grades because Oldham
Hall has provided a conducive study environment. To this year’s
graduating boarders, we want to wish you success as you continue
to pursue further studies and to our returning boarders, we look
forward to welcoming you home again next year.
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CELEBRATION OF CULTURE 2015
AHM Ms Cheryl Ng, Chairperson of Workgroup
Following ACS Oldham Hall’s theme of
“Friendship” and “Buddies” for 2015,
the annual Celebration of Culture (CoC)
asked boarders from six countries to
present how friendship is celebrated and
expressed in their cultures. This year,
the countries that participated were
Singapore, Indonesia, China, Malaysia,
Vietnam and Thailand, and each country
took turns to do a presentation during
Sunday assembly. Each week, the
different countries also presented food
from their culture, to give boarders a
chance to sample food that they might
not have tried before.
For some boarders, it was their first
taste of such cultural presentations.
Pham Thi Hoang Phuong, a Vietnamese
student in Singapore Chinese Girls’
School, shared her take on the first four
presentations: “The first three countries
to present: Singapore, Indonesia, and
China, used humour and exaggeration to
depict different types of friends in their
countries, and the audience responded
with roars of laughter and applause.
For example, I enjoyed how Singapore
featured funny scenes showing a “Kiasu”
friend in their video, which I feel is a great
way to cover both sides of the theme of
“Culture” and “Friendship.”

many boarders would be familiar with.
The lead actor could control his facial
expressions and reactions so well he
made us laugh uncontrollably, whether
he was disappointed or happy.
He really was the right person for the
role! And I feel that China and Singapore
made a great effort to film all their scenes
in the Hall, which made their stories easy
to relate to.
Malaysia looked at the theme from a
different perspective and used slides to
display special features of the country
and made a good attempt to interact
with the audience. They distinguished
themselves in putting up a unique
puppet show on friendship using
traditional looking Malay puppets.”

The next country, Indonesia, presented a
hilarious video of games that they usually
played together with friends during
their Independence Day. I feel that their
video showed us the Indonesian spirit of
unity and patriotism when they gather to
spend quality time playing and laughing
together.

Daniel Chew, a Singaporean student
from ACS (Barker Road) said, “CoC was
very enjoyable! I had the opportunity
to interact with my fellow countrymen
and learn about their likes and interests.
While having fun, we managed to
come together to produce a very
entertaining video. The other groups’
presentations were just as entertaining
and enjoyable; they gave me a lot of
insight and educated me. I am now
privileged to be more culturally aware.”
Another Singaporean, Joshua Tan of ACS
(Barker Road), said “CoC was a good
experience as I was able to see more of
other cultures in the Hall, and the food
was the main thing I enjoyed most from
each country’s presentations, especially
the Potong ice cream, as it bought back
childhood memories.”

The funniest character of all was the lead
actor in China’s video, which parodied a
scene from the popular Taiwanese movie,
“You Are the Apple of My Eye,” that

Aside from Potong ice cream, the
boarders introduced items such as Rojak,
LemperAyam, OndeOnde, Emping, and
Chinese dumplings. For many boarders,

Performance by the Indonesian Boarders
in their traditional costume

it was their first taste of Rojak, and one
girl commented, “It tastes better than it
looks!”
Truly, this was the first time that so many
boarders have worked together to make
special presentations about friendship
from their cultural perspective. One of
the scriptwriters and the video editor
from China, Zhu Tianrui, who studies at
Singapore Chinese Girls’ School, shared
how she was blessed: “I was quite
surprised that we could work together
so well with a new group of boarders
when we met for the first time to work
on this video project. Everyone had
many talents, and were very cooperative
and willing to help, and we had all the
resources and people we needed.
For example, we needed a lot of props
but when we shared the list with the
group, everyone contributed to bring
something and we ended up with
everything on the list. It was amazingly
efficient! People were able to use their
strengths to contribute and connect
together, from scriptwriting, editing,
acting, directing, singing and playing
music, to managing and motivating
people. I feel so fulfilled that our
countrymen can unite as one through
this project and make a video for
everyone to enjoy.”
This year’s Celebration of Culture has
forged stronger bonds of friendship
amongst the boarders who came
together to work on their presentations,
and helped us as a multicultural
community to enjoy the different facets
of friendship presented. We look forward
to experiencing what Thailand and
Vietnam have to offer when it is their turn
to present!

The Chinese Instruments performance
by the China Boarders
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UP CLOSE & PERSONAL WITH AHMs
Chongkang & Christine

CK - Chongkang
Chris - Christine
1. What is your full-time job? How did you come to Oldham
Hall?
CK: My full time job is a Deputy Office Manager in a private
school. Sounds pretty good, right? Actually, my job scope ranges
from student services to office facility management to operational
matters. Hmmmm, I call it a divine arrangement from God to serve
in Oldham Hall. I actually came to Oldham Hall to look for a hostel
for our international students and it was then that some friends I met
introduced me to the role of AHM. I applied and here I am together
with my wife and family. It is so amazing!
Chris: I am a full-time home maker.

2. Can you describe your work as an AHM? What’s a typical
evening like for you?
CK: It is sometimes emotionally taxing to look after so many boarders
apart from taking care of my 3 teenagers. But it definitely is fulfilling
to see the love of God working in them. Apart from the administrative
work, I need to make sure boarders observe study time and as well as
help them cultivate a disciplined and balance lifestyle.
When I am not on duty, I spend time bonding with the family.
Chris: As an AHM, we are responsible for the needs of the boarders
at all the times. We will also need to do floor duties and be Duty
Masters. As a floor duty AHM, we need to make sure that the boarders
attend Study Time and also be present during Roll Call.
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Chongkang & Christine with their 3 children - Daryl, Rebecca & Daniel

The hardest would be to ensure that all boarders are in their
rooms during lights out. When I am not on duty, TV with my
family is definitely good.

3. How do you share your AHM duties as a couple?
CK: My wife, Christine and I agreed to be each other
shadows. It is not about your floor duty or my DM duty.
It is our AHM duties!

God bless our family!

are, just as God first love me!
Chris: Lights out is the most challenging. As a youth, it is
indeed not easy to sleep at 11pm and not use their phones
or play games. I myself have 3 children and it really isn’t
easy.

6. Do you have any personal interests/hobbies?

CK: Soccer was once my favorite sport. I could play in a big
Chris: As a couple, we are blessed to be able to pray along field to small basketball court. Now, I still enjoy soccer very
each other as we are able to understand each other with few much…..enjoy watching it now!
words.
Chris: I love spending time worshiping God and swimming
too.

4. What do you enjoy sharing with Boarders?
Please share some memorable experiences?

CK: I think what I enjoy the most is to listen to the boarders
as it helps me understand them, allowing me to build a
trusting relationship with them. I recalled that during the
examination period, God’s willing, I was able to pray with
the boarders!
Chris: I enjoying cooking for the boarders. The way they
enjoy and appreciate my food encourages me to cook more
for them. It is most heartwarming whenever the boarders
greet me whenever they see me.

5. What are some challenges you face as an AHM?

7. Can you share something that people don’t know
about you?
CK: Get ready for it! I go in and out of Prison every
month….But do not worry….. I enter prison not for the
wrong reasons but good ones. It is volunteer work with
Prison Fellowship Singapore to help the inmates to better
integrate back into the society when they are released. I
think I learn more than I help in this Prison Ministry!
Chris: I am very interested in TCM. It is really interesting
how the roots, flowers and fruits can heal someone from
their pain. God’s creation is so amazing, isn’t it?

CK: As a new AHM who just started in August 2015, I find it
a challenge to recognize all the boarders by name as they all
look alike, and they came from so many different cultures!
Through my prayers, I am trying to love them as who they
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OH!Sunday
Barker Road Methodist Church designated the Sunday on 16 August as
Oldham Hall Sunday. Once a year, we have an opportunity to share and
update the church on the life and ministry at Oldham Hall. It was also an
opportunity for us to solicit church members to partner and co-labour with
us in Oldham Hall ministry - The harvest is plentiful and we certainly need
more hands on the plough!

OH Choir having a good selfie
session after performance

Our theme this year is “The World Next Door is My Parish”.
Highlights were the testimonies shared by boarders Pei Pei and Tian Rui
and by Assistant House Mistress, Zi Yao – testifying to the goodness of God
as their lives were touched by the love of Jesus. Indeed we give praise and
thanks to God for the lives of boarders who were touched by Jesus during
their stay at Oldham Hall.

Photoboard to display at
the information booth

The choir and various soloists presented Steve Green’s “People Need the
Lord” backed by audio-visuals, exhorting members to fulfill our Lord’s great
commission at the mission field next door!
House Masters and Mistresses, staff, boarders and Alumni gathered on
this day to attend the various worship services. It was a wonderful time of
catching up and taking selfies, as they looked at the photos and videos at
the Oldham Hall booth – reminiscing the good times together!

Bo
ha
Boarders & AHMs

To top it up! We are truly grateful to the Lord for the church members who
stepped forward and signed up as hospitality or engagement befrienders!
LausDeo!

PTS Steven Tan

Mr Hugh Yii with Boarders & AHM
infront of the information booth

Oldham Hall Choir
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THE MAZE
Tran Dac Nghia

Briefing before
the event start

Getting ready!

Boarders and AHMs
having a good time!

Supper after the event!

In July, OH Students’ Council held our annual major event
for our dear boarders. We selected our theme as “The
Maze”, inspired by the trending novels/movies
“The Maze Runner” and “The Hunger Games”.
The event was composed of activities and challenges that
all houses of OH had to conquer. Since most boarders
are only familiar with the comfortable accommodation of
Singapore, this encouraged them to take a different view of
living in a world where survival is a real struggle, hopefully
helping them to appreciate more what they are receiving in
here.
The event was a 2-hour package of interesting activities built
around elements of survival, strategy and teamwork. Prior
to the games was the “Act-out” challenge where boarders
had the opportunity to impersonate their house’s superhero

(from the Super Buddies orientation games) and show how
their strengths would aid them in getting through The Maze.
The challenge set the whole evening out on a good start
as boarders sat down and shared laughter while enjoying
their friends’ creative performances. The games themselves
were created with much effort and testing to make sure
everything ran smoothly. In the end, it was a surprisingly
engaging and enjoyable experience, according to a several
boarders. It was truly satisfying to look at our months of
effort turn into fruitful results of friendship and joy.
The event helped foster the house bonding and OH spirit
thus creating a better OH environment. Speaking for every
member and adviser of the Students’ Council, we are proud
and honoured that our hard work can make Oldham Hall our home away from home - a better place.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
PROGRAM (CIP)
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2015

THANKSGIVING
DINNER
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Every year everyone in the Hall is in anticipation of the
Thanksgiving Dinner. This is the time of the year when we
can come together to celebrate God’s goodness and love,
of God’s faithfulness and grace to us.
This years’ Thanksgiving Dinner was held on September 26,
2015. No less than 350 boarders, guests and staff attended.
We have been blessed by the presence of Barker Road
Methodist Church leadership and be-frienders. Truly they are
very supportive in all of the Hall’s activities and programs.

The theme of this year’s thanksgiving Dinner is “It’s A
Small World After All” signifying the unity of all boarders
who work and share what they have. It clearly depicts the
kind of life everybody share at Oldham Hall: Living and
working together without expecting something in return.
Oldham Hall is a place where everyone participates,
contributes, where talents unfold, leaders emerge,
friendships built.

Mr Hugh Yii, Chairman of the ACS Oldham Hall
Management Committee delivered a welcome address
to our guests, staff and boarders. It was followed by the
message of our Guest of Honor Rev. Malcolm Tan. He
previously served as PIC of Barker Road Methodist Church.
At present he is the PIC of Covenant Community Methodist
Church. He gave a better understanding of the history of
ACS, BRMC and Oldham Hall and the close relationships
between the school, church and Oldham Hall.
Among the highlights of this year’s Thanksgiving Dinner
was the various performances by our boarders. Their hectic
school schedules and responsibilities did not hinder them
to give their best in every performance. The colorful and
authentic traditional dresses worn by boarders and staff
were truly amazing.
Awards and citations were given to deserving boarders
and OH’s residential AHM’s. To recognize their exemplary
discipline, active participation and contribution to the
Hall, this year’s Male and Female Boarder of the Year were
awarded to Wang Sheng and Zhang Qintian respectively.
Likewise, AHM’s who significantly contributed to the
fulfillment of the hall’s goals and vision, were also
recognized. Mr. Kam Leong Heng bagged the Male AHM of
the Year and Ms. Chng Siew Geok the Female AHM of the
Year.
Everyone had a good time over a sumptuous dinner. The
ACS Anthem was sung to end the very memorable evening.
Pastor Jun Equila,
Thanksgiving Dinner workgroup member

The guests entering the Dining Hall

Guest-of-Honour Rev Malcolm Tan

All come together as one - Management Committee, Staff & AHMs

House of the Year - Yellow House (Thor)

Dance performance by the Vietnamese Boarders
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THANKSGIVING
DINNER

2015

MCs for Thanksgiving Dinner 2015
- Shichao & Nabila

It is such a privilege for me to host Oldham Hall’s Thanksgiving
Dinner 2015, the most anticipated event of the year.

Male AHM of the Year - Mr Leong Heng

I enjoyed every moment on stage, and this year’s Thanksgiving
Dinner had certainly left me with countless precious memories.
Although the pre-event preparation and rehearsals were
exhausting and repetitive, I believe that all the experiences
that I gained and the friendships forged are priceless. I want to
especially thank my friends for putting in the effort helping me
prepare for my performances; all the AHMs who have worked
tirelessly to refine my Master of Ceremonies (MC) script as
well as my MC partners, Minh Chau and Nabila, for being so
supportive.

Thanksgiving Dinner has long been a tradition of
Oldham Hall for thanking God for all the blessings that
He has showered us with. It is also a special moment for
all of us to give thanks to our friends & AHMs.
Token of Appreciate for GOH - Rev Malcolm Tan

I want use this opportunity to express my appreciation to
Oldham Hall for allowing me to know so many friends from
different countries. I sincerely hope that the theme of this
year’s Thanksgiving Dinner - ‘It’s a Small World After All’ would
always be celebrated in Oldham Hall, and the bonds that we
have made here will last forever.

Female AHM of the Year - Ms Siew Geok

Qiu Shichao
Thanksgiving Dinner 2015 MC
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Boarder of the Year - Wang Sheng & Zhang Qintian
with the Guest-of-Honour, Rev Malcolm Tan

Zhang Qintian – QT
Wang Sheng - WS
1. Experience in Oldham Hall
QT: To me, Oldham Hall is more than a hostel – it is my homeaway-from-home, where ‘family’ is. From the welcome office
staff to my dearest roommates, I thoroughly enjoyed their
company. Now that I am about to leave this ‘home’, I feel my
attachment to it even more. Yet I know that the memories will
last forever.
WS: I came to Oldham Hall in 2014 and 2 years in Oldham
Hall have been really memorable to me. I took part in the
Celebration of culture and Thanks Giving Performances and
it was lots of fun to work with other Chinese boarders to
share our culture with boarders from other countries. I am
the Captain of Ironman House and the Vice President of OH
Game Clubs. Life in Oldham Hall can be really fantastic if you
actively take part in the events and I’ve really had a great time
in Oldham Hall.
2. Most memorable event at Oldham Hall
QT: Frankly, I enjoyed most of the events in the hall, however,
the ’16 Days to Christmas’ program during the first month of
my stay was the most memorable. From baking session to
carolling house to house, we learnt a lot about Christmas as
well as fostered precious friendships with other boarders and
the AHMs. I am thankful that it filled us with hope and warmth
in otherwise lonely days.

Qintian performed Violin
during the Thanksgiving
Dinner 2015

WS: Founder’s Day challenge: House Captain and house
members got a chance to really work together and prepare for
the event. I valued the time we spent creating house cheers
and painting the Ironman on our house flag. Also, we needed
to organise house meeting to make sure that our house
members got to know each other well and teach them our
cheers during the meetings. It was busy and stressful to some
extent but it was also very memorable.
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MY BOARDING EXPERIENCE
Zhang Qintian & Wang Sheng

3. 3 things you like about Oldham Hall
QT: First and the most obvious to all, is well-provided
facilities and dedicated staff. On top of that, I genuinely
enjoyed the various events and activities. Most importantly,
I am extremely grateful for having to know the friendly
boarders and caring AHMs in Oldham Hall.
WS: AHMs, Activities & Air-con
4. Life Lessons
QT: As the only child, the most important lesson learnt in
Oldham Hall is about community living. Throughout the
past 2 years, I have learnt to compromise to resolve conflict,
and most importantly, to take responsibility as an individual
member of this community to protect and contribute our
‘home’. This is reflected even in trifles like turning off a
running water tap and sharing food with other boarders.
WS: This is what I learnt in the leadership training camp.
I need to be true to myself and follow my heart. Also life
may fail you sometimes but you shouldn’t give up but keep
trying.
5. Personal Development
QT: On a personal level, I am proud to be in the 10th
Students’ council, as it taught me to be responsible and
selfless, as well as honoured my leadership skills. Besides
that, the daily interaction with boarders and staff make me
a better communicator and a more caring friend.
WS: I really developed my leadership skills in Oldham Hall.
I got chance to be a House Captain and Vice President
for our OH Games Club. I can apply the leadership skills I
learnt at Oldham and become a better leader in school.
6. Reflections on receiving the “Boarder of the Year”
Award
QT: I believe that there are more than two “Boarder of the
Year”, so I guess I am just the lucky one. However, I see
this not as a title, but as a reminder for me to share the
appreciation with others, in the spirit of “Thanksgiving”.
At the end of the day, I simply hope that everyone would be
grateful for their time spent in Oldham Hall this year.
WS: Actually I was very surprised as I didn’t think I am
good enough to receive this award this. AHM Aunty Linda
spoke to me after to me after the Thanksgiving Dinner
and pointed out areas that I can improve on. This award is
just an affirmation of what I did this year and I think I will
improve to do better.

Wang Sheng performed
Er Hu during Thanksgiving
Dinner 2015

7. Advice to fellow boarders
QT: To the shy ones – Do not be afraid to reach out to others.
Friends come in the most unexpected ways. To people who
are struggling – Do not hesitate to ask your friends or AHMs
or help. We have been through your struggle, and now we
are right behind you.
To the “non-conformist” - Respect is the best gift.
WS: Some may say that Oldham Hall has too many
redundant events, however it is not true. Oldham Hall can be
a really fun place if you participate in the events. The events
are made to help boarders interact and bond with each
other. My advice is, if you cannot escape from them, enjoy
them. I hope that everyone can have a fun and fruitful time in
Oldham Hall.
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GETTING TO KNOW…
Mr Terrence Chee, Our Executive Director

1. Life before Oldham Hall
In 1978, I was drafted into the SAF and spent 2 ½ years
with the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN). I started work
in 1984 having graduated magna cum laude in Business
Administration and joined a brokerage house trading in stocks
& commodities. For the next 25 odd years, I worked as a fund
manager and investment advisor for large U.S and European
banks and investment firms.
In the early 2000s I started to help charities, especially those
charities concerned with teen, elderly, and special needs
issues. I discovered I enjoyed working in the charity sector and
from 2010 dedicated myself to advising people & companies
in finding charities they wanted to support. While I was
doing this, I continued to manage property and investment
portfolios and lectured in educational institutions on a variety
of topics from philanthropy to commodity trading.
I was busy then. I’m busier now.
2. A typical day at OH?
There is no ‘typical’ day at Oldham Hall.
Most days, the various managers and
I will discuss what needs to be done,
prepare and monitor activities in the
clusters, the floor, clubs, events, work with
the many schools our boarders study at,
communicate with parents and guardians.
In a nutshell, our everyday goal is to
keep Oldham Hall a safe and secure
environment for our boarders.
Stuart & Sarah

3. What is your favourite past time
activity?
I used to be quite an active person.
I was a scuba diving instructor, used
to fly Cessnas, sailed sailboats,
windsurfed, golfed and was a
gymnast in school.
Now, my favourite activity is being
with my kids.

White water rafting session with brother and family
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The

Boarder
OF THE TERM

Ms Jasmine Goh, Deputy House Mistress

The Boarder of the Term (BOTT) was created to encourage
and recognize good behaviour in boarders regularly.
Oldham Hall (OH) seeks to create a positive environment
for the boarders. Though OH is a community, OH believes
every boarder has the ability to serve and look to bring
individual potential to the fullest.
It gives them the opportunity to do well and most
importantly to improve. The award recognizes their efforts
and progress made during the term.
The BOTT award is assessed for one term and not the entire
year. This qualifies new and existing boarders for the next
term’s BOTT.
Boarders are encouraged to be F.A.T:
F - Focused:
Disciplined during Study Time, Roll Call and Assembly
A - Accountable:
Follow instructions, keeping room clean and follow admin
process etc.
T - Teachable:
Learning from mistakes (admitting one’s faults); marked
improvements from previous term.
Every boarder gets a chance to strive to be BOTT, this
award does not take into consideration the previous term’s
demerit points. In a sense, the boarder is always given a
‘second chance’ and she can always strive to be the next
BOTT, thus there is a constant goal every boarder can work
towards each term.
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Class 6B2

MMC

SC11

16
1530-acsbrochure_v4.indd 16

3/11/15 11:44 am

