


At the start of 2009, we said goodbye to
our MOE scholars from Anderson Secondary,
Anderson JC and Nanyang |C, who have
been transferred to another hostel and we
welcomed new boarders from Anglo Chinese
JC and River Valley High School.

This year, we had a number of schools starting
their academic year later, including ACS
(International) and the JC students -
particularly the newly posted JCI students
in early February. As such the Orientation
Games were held on 7 February, some |-2
weeks later than in previous years.

To be in line with the rest of the ACS schools,
we increased the number of Houses from
5 to 8 this year, following the exact colours
used in ACS.With more houses and hence
fewer house members, this means that more
boarders can participate in the various Hall
events by representing their respective houses.

We are pleased to note an increased boarder
participation rate of 95% for Orientation
Games & Dedication Service. For the small
minority of boarders who did not attend,
they are being educated on the importance
of living meaningfully in ACS OH, by
participating in the main Hall events.

During the Lunar New Year holidays, we
planned an outdoor visit to the ‘Sentosa
Flower Festival for those boarders who were
not going home for the holidays. Our
neighbour next door, Barker Road Methodist
Church, kindly invited our boarders to a Lunar
New Year Celebration.

Academically, the 2009 ‘O’ level resutts showed
that 31% of our MOE scholars had achieved
6 points, basis LI R5, and 50% of our boarders
had attained 7 points or under; and 79% had
scored 9 points or under.We thank God for
the improved results of our boarders, which
endorses the decision made in 2008 to
increase the daily ‘Study time' by 33% to 2
hours each night.

With 55% of our boarders being new to
ACS Oldham Hall (ACS OH), we need to
help them to adjust to living in a community

and to boarding life. This

involves making new

friends across

nationalities and beyond

their respective schools.

To assist the House

Mistress, we now have

a record number of 27

residential boarding staff

or Assistant House

Masters & Mistresses (AHMs) serving in ACS
OH, to look after our 450 boarders (with a
ratio of | AHM : |7 boarders) and to help
them to settle down. Some issues that our
boarders have to learn are: keeping their
rooms clean, abiding by the curfew hours,
and observing Lights Out. To make it more
convenient and cheaper for our boarders,
who otherwise have to carry groceries up
the hill to ACS OH, we have opened a mini-
mart to serve their needs better We
outsourced the photocopying and printing
needs by adding new facilities in the Student
Resource Centre, where Boarders can have
longer access time and enjoy 50% cheaper
photocopying costs.

We look forward to a great year together
as OHANA (Hawaiian for family).

by Evelyn Goh

In times of uncertainty, it is easy for us to be

more self-absorbed and caught up in self-

preservation and self-interest. | believe that

these are times when you can be the candle

amidst the fearful gloom when you do not

neglect to help, encourage and be gracious to

each other This is when real bonds of lifelong

friendships are forged effortlessly - when we

walk through difficult but memorable times together.
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